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<Abstract>

The Development of a Curriculum for Professionals in the Field of Braille

The purpose of this study was to develop a curriculum for training
professionals in the field of braille in Korea. For this study, a review of the
literature was conducted to identify the theoretical bases for developing the
curriculum and to find the implications of a variety of Korean curriculum.
Secondly, this study examined the current status and the instructional materials
in training braille transcribers or proofreaders in the United States, Japan and
Korea. Thirdly, the needs of certified transcribers/proofreaders and those yet to
be certified were analyzed by conducting two focus-group interviews. Fourthly, a
pilot version of the curriculum for braille transcribers and proofreaders was
verified by asking a total of 119 first-degree-certified  braille
transcribers/proofreaders about the appropriateness of its goals, organization,
methods, and directions for developing instructional materials.

The curriculum developed in this study can be summarized as follows: (a)
the objectives stress the importance of constantly changing braille code and
technology; (b) the curriculum is developed in accordance with the current
regulations and guidelines for braille transcribers/proofreaders in Korea; (c) each
of the five subjects (Korean, English, math/science/computer, music, and
Japanese) is divided into two courses (i.e., transcribers vs. proofreaders); (d) each
course consists of basic, certification, and on-the-job stages; and (e) the
curriculum is implemented by developing and disseminating the instructional

materials as designed by its contents.

Key words: braille transcribers, braille proofreaders, curriculum, instructional

materials
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